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Document VII—translation

Sovereignty belongs to God !
A royal command has been issued : whereas, according to [former]
Sfirmans to which obedience is rendered and submission made, the sum
of eight timans, eight thousand, three hundred and ninety dzndrs, on
account
of the revenues (mal u-jihat wa-wujihat) of the aforementioned (?)
places, including the Dar al-Irshid of Ardehbil (sic) and Khalkhal,
has been fixed and made perpetual as the soy#rghal of the descendants
of the Asylum of Benefit, the late Mawlana Kamal al-Din Husayn
Ardehbili (sic),
who was one of a number of former servitors of this court (astan),
invested with the sign of sanctity. And since, from the beginning of
the Year of the Mouse (sichgan-yil), [corresponding to the year] 1009,
we had decreed.
the suspension (mawgqiif) of the soyiirghals of Azarbayjan, and
whereas, at this time, the descendants of the aforementioned person
have enjoyed the honour and distinction of rendering homage
(basatbiis?), and have solicited the confirmation of their decree, and
since the royal sympathy and compassion has reached a high point in
regard to the descendants
of the aforesaid person, particularly for the group (jama‘at) [listed]
on the back [of this document], we have exercised compassion and
restored the soyirghdl of the descendants previously mentioned,
according to previous precedent (dastir-i sabiq). Kadkhudds and
peasants of the places in question should recognize them as master([s]
of their soyiurghal, as by previous regulation.
They are answerable to the dzwan each year for their taxes, of every
sort, and for dzwan dues. They should withhold nothing. Litigation
which may
arise is to be referred to them, so that it can be settled (¢afsil namayad)
in conformity with right and calculation (kagq wa-hisab). The
respected hakims, darighes, ‘amils, maliks, and kalantars of the
Dar al-Irshad of Ardehbil and Khalkhal and . . . (paper flaked off)
[are not to interfere in this soyirghal ?]. They are not to undertake
searches among the peasants and crop-sharing cultivators of their
soyitrghdal. Dariighes are not to molest [them] for the sake of judicial
inquiries ; [in such matters] they should depend upon the master of
the soyitrghal. In
the matter of extraordinary taxes (¢khrdjat) and irregular exactions
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(‘awaridat-v masdide al-abwab) [they shall be exempt]. [Likewise,
they shall be exempt] from levies

for the provisioning of officials (‘aldfe),! providing fodder for the
animals of officials (‘ulife),? levies for official entertainment
(qunalgha),® forced guide service (ulam),* levies of animals (uldagh),®
forced labour service (bzgar),® service as beaters (shzkar),” poll-tax
(sar-shumar),® house tax (khane-kar),® forced purchase of supplies at
high prices (?) (farh),® gratuities (dast-anddz),** ‘72d and New Year
tolls (‘ddi wa-nawrizi), gifts (prshkesh),

audience dues (salam),'* and other [dues and taxes] of all kinds.
They shall not write drafts (kawdle), nor levy requisitions (¢#ldq7) ;
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they shall keep their pens and feet away from this soyirghal. The
great mustawfis of the Exalted Diwan shall enter a copy of this gift in
the eternal registers, to protect and preserve it from the blemishes of
change and alteration.

And since the locality of Kazaj, according to a royal decree to which
the entire world is obedient, is free and exempt from the redundancy
of collective assessment (hashw-i bumiche),® according to former
precedent, it should be considered free and exempt for the remainder
of time. A new decree should not be sought every year. Written in
the month of Muharram al-Haram in the year 1016/28 April—
27 May 1607.



