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Ilkhani's Petition to Nﬁgir al-DIn Shah with His Reply

May I become the sacrifice of the blessed and jewel—like earth beneath
?our feet, the old slave, born in thy Household, Husain Quli Bakhtiygri.

First, may God sdcrifice the soul of this aged slave born in thy household
to the earth of thy threshold.

Seépnd, Najaf Quli Khan Muh'éjir;,1 commissioned to déal with the dispersed
group of Qéshqgcz,z has arrivgd. I perused Your Majesty's letter with regard
to the dispersed group and I shall gladly obey with soul and heart what you
have commanded. I implofé, however, Your Majesty, by the blessed head of
MurtaZa €Ali, upon Whom be peace, that you investigate wh;t I have to say.

It is now thirty years that I have served and labored dutifully night and
day, and i have transformed the unnfly Bakhtiyari into the likes of the peasants
of LinjEn.r3 I have collected and submitted 31 taxes from the Bakhtiyari; thé
_clearance of accounts are in hand, and I do not have .31 qirﬁnsa outstanding
on the tax account. I spend six months each year on the Isfahan marches,
busy maintaining order among the Bakhtiyari and collecting their taxes. The
other six. months I am in cArabistEn and Luristan in.the service of the governor.
With armed Bakhtiyari cavalry and musketeers I suffer toil and harm in the heat
’of CArabistan. Indeed appro#imately 500 Arab troublemakers have met their deaths
at‘the hands of the Bakhtiyafi. One hundred Bakhtiyzri have been killed in
fighting the Arabs.5 It would b; presumptuous if I were to report the details
[here]. |

7 The fruit of the life of this servant, born in thy household is two sonms,
Isfandiyar and €Al Qul'i.6 Both are in Tehran serving at Your Majesty's stirrup.
God will not be pleased that, notwithstanding all this service, day and
‘:nigﬁt'l find no peace fF;m the disfavor I suffer from His Excellency, His Royal

inghness Muftamid al—Dahlah7 and that I am continually troubled.
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[As an example of Mu®tamid al-Daulah's machinations], the Qashqa®i are

" in Fars, I am in CArabistan, one month's traveling time away, and he says that-

I have incited them.

complain. The royal command is granted to them to go to CArabistan to be

The Qashqa®i headmen come to Tehran from Fars by way of the Yazd-Khorasan |

road [thereby placing themselves far beyond the edges of the Bakhtiyari] to

entrustgd to His Highness Bishﬁat al-Daulah. What shortcoming have I’ that
I must sé’the one at fault?

Khuda Karam Khan!Buir Abmadze was in Bihbahan. His Highness Zill al-SulgEn,9
may my soul be sacrificed for him, had a dispute with Muhammad Husain Khan,
his son. The next year His‘Highﬁess Husam al—Salganath became governor.
hu@ammad Husain Khan went to Shiraz, saw him, and paid the taxes. Then His
Excelléncy Mu€tamid al-Mulk11 became governor, Muhammad Husain Khan went to see
him. Four years later His Excellency Mu tamid al-Daulah has become governor,
and he is saxing [that 1], Husain Qulz, have stirred up this crisis from
CArabistan and this dispute has occurred. Of course [one must not forget] that
from 1ast year until now they have caused 10,000 tumans damager to the peasants of
Janaki Falard.12 Last year Iskandar Kha; Sarhang Muhajir came and saw [the
situation]. What has it to do with me and Mu®tamid al—Dauiah should be attacking
me and stating that I am at fault.

- I am the lowest of Thy servants; how can I stand before my Master and

debaée. If, God forbié, His Highness Zill al—Sul;En, may my soul ‘be sacrificed

for him, should become displeased with me, what a disgraceful condition I should

«
N

"be in. On the other hand, how much must I watch to see that His Highness @ishmaf

!

aljeDaulah13 does not bec;me dissatisfied with me and %ause my good name to be
blackened.

Your MajeSQy,~bestow charity. I have grown old, and I have served for
thﬂrty years. I no longér have the streng;h to stand these blows. Moreoyer,

‘myilife has reached its end.
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I implPre Your Majesty by the Creator of the World and:the Wounded Head
of the Commander of the Faithful, upon Whom be peace, to free me and give me
-leaveito go to Holy Najaf,lA'the Most Noble City. 1If g.few days remain in my
life; I will.[spend them] pray[ing] for Your Majesty. Praise be to God that -
_there are my brothers and my sons. .They are wholly qualified gnd trained in the
service of this eternal government. They will serve and sacrifice themselves. -

I submitted a petition to His Excellency, Sipahsalar Acgamls concerning
leave to- go to Holy Najaf, the Most Noble City. He did not grant me leave.
Necessarilyli have taken the liberty [to write to Your Majesty for] I no longer
have the strength for leadership and service, because I have become old.

Give your charity and allow me to become one who prays [for you] in Holy
ﬁajgf, the Most Noble City. The command is your Majesty's.

Ilkhani,

We have considered your petition. We are truly very satisifed with the
good order of‘your district and the ful{illment of your services. It is as
" you have written . . . you have served excellently . . . you must continue
to do so. In fact this is only the beginning of your services and not the
time for retirement and settling in a foreign country A (7]

In .the matter ;f the‘Qashqgci and the petitions of Mu®tamid al-Daulah,
do that which Sipahsalar A‘gam telegraphed to you and wrote. In fact, whatever
service'i; required of you, you must do it immediétely., Mu®tamid al-Daulah,
too, will surely'report about your [good] service after this, and will be
satisfied. Be éssured of my favor to'you and your sons, and never think of
resigning from service.

Written in [?]

[12]195[1878)
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. I. NOTES

13 ’ .

1Najaf QulI Khan Muhajir. Unident., but Shah's investigative agent. B /

2Qashq§°i disperson. Qashqa®i tafriqah. In earlier documents, tafriqah

would seem to indicate sanctfon for tribal movement (See Appendix II, Documents

o

2 and 14), but here it may not. Varibus Qashqgai groups--dccording to the
"Kitabchah'--had fled to thé Bakhtiyari and had been given pastures and sanctuary
by Ilkhani. Their continued presence in Bakhtiyari would have exacerbated

relations with Farhad Mirza Muctamad al-Daulah, the Governor of Fars, and with

Qashqa’i leaders. *

3Linje_m. The rich agricultural district along the upper reaches of the

Zayandah Rud just before the highlands of Chahar Mahall and Bakhtiyari. They
were probably subject to frequent raids, and because of the distance to Isfahan

with its gerrnor forces, could p%obably do little more than to submit to the

’
1

raiders.

‘
.

431 girans. A trifling amodnt used by Ilkhani to emphasize his good admin-

istration and honesty.

R
Arab wars. Reference to.the incursions by the Bani Lam (See "Kitabchah"

and Chapter V.)

o o

6Isfandiyar and “A11 Quli. 1Ilkhani's favorite and most capable sons.

7Muct:amad al—ﬁaulah., Farhad MIrzE, the Shah's patérnal uncle, Governor

of Fars, and Ilkhani's greatest Q5j5r enemy and threat.

-

8Khud5 Karam Khan Buir Ap&adi. (See Document 2 and "Kitabchah".)

.

Zill al-SulgEn. Mas€ud Mirza, Nasir al-Din Shah's eldest son and Governor

5

9

of most of Southwestern Iran. (See Chapter V and Chapter VI.)

At this time, Ilkhani seems to.rely on him as spokesman witbin ‘the
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Qajar court; later, of course, Zill al-Sultan executes Ilkhani.

/ . : e
’IOHusam al-Saltanah. Sulgan'MurSd Mirza, another of the Shah's paternal

g L)

r

4 ]
uncles. ' . : ,

' 11Muct:_amad al-Mulk. Unident.

2 - . . - .
L Janaki Falard. Falard was a community in Northern Fars at the point

where Qashqa i and Bakhtiyari (Janiki) summer pastures meet. Its tages,® collected.
by ilkhgnz, were paid to the Governor of Fars. (See, "Kitgbchah.")

13, - = -~ =
'3ﬁlshmat al-Daulah. Hamza Mirza, one of Nasir al-Din Shah's paternal

uncles.

14Najaf. The shrine city where ©Ali, the first Imam, is buried.

15. = c = - & N
Sipahsalar A®zam. Mirza Husain Khan.

-

II. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar Zafar collection)

This document--it measures ca. 31.5 x 22 cm—-consists of a pétition written
in shikastah by Ilkhani to Nagir al-Din Shah, who scrawls his matter-of-fact

reply in the margins. The latter's portion only is dated [12]95/1878.

ITI. SIGNIFICANCE
1. TIlkhani begins his petition with the customary formula recognizing
the Shah's authority and majesty, but then goes on to express his feelings

regarding his service, his responsibilities, and exasperation. (See Chapter V.)

2. TIlkhani outlines his Qajar ties and his side of the various disputes
/

;in which he was involved, especially those regarding Farhad Mirza Mu®tamad

lal-Daulah.
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3. -Tlkhani expressed his confidence in his brothers and sons\fo carry
on his dynastic concerns.
4. Tlkhani requests permission to resign and to go to Najaf. This

probably represents an attempt on his part to force the issue. Sipahsalar

had already turned him down, and he probably did so because he wanted to use

_Ilkhani as a means of checking the power of the two powerful governors, Zill

al—SulgEn and Mutamid al-Daulah. Ilkhani, if he were seriohsly desirous of

stepping down, or if he Hoped to resolve the various disputes, had no resource

but to appeal over the heads of the Governors and to write the Shah directly.

5. TIlkhani clearly subordinates himself to the Shah and the other
Qajars.

6. The Shah js direct in his response: '"Yes, Yes, it will be straightened

_out." And in the next year, Ilkhani presents himself to the Shah at Court.

-257-




