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Petition and Farman, Rajab 1192/July 1778

.

Tﬁe pet1t1on of the least of slaves. It is reﬁorted at the placelof,petition
/f those who stand at the foot of the Caliphal throne of your most holy, exalted
Majesty, may we be its sacrifice,

In;erlinear note: Abdal and Shir [?] of the'Bakhtiy§r§"7 [gig, Haft] Lang-

that: May we be sacrificed to the earth [at your feet] that: these slaves,

1 . F 5o

- -’ orl . - -.1
- together with H. E. Muhammad €Ali Khan, were in the pastures of Mizdij, when

‘the tribes of Fzrs2 began to migrate, and on their way they plundered end looted

v

all Ehe belongings of the Bakhtiyari and 4 [sic, Chahgr] Mabgll they came across.

‘Several people went after them so as to regain their property, and a’ fight took

place betweén them; they killed several of the Bakhtiygri. In fear they [the

‘tribes ‘of Fars] left the dead and their property and got away. On being informed,

these slaves made lists of all the property and sheep they [the Bakhtiyari] had
brought with them and entrusted them [the lists] to theﬁ.

A.petition concerning'the matter was offered to the dust before your most
blessed Majesty's exalted feet but has not been honored with a reply. ‘It is
probable that somethlng happened [to the petition] on the way. Once again, when
it became evident to these slaves that our petition had not reached the dust
be&eeth the blessed throne, which all obey; we made bold to petition a second

time. Whatever decree, as sure as fate, is issued, you are master of compassion

and mercy. . . . For the rest, your command is obeyed.

Invocation: He [, Who is]
S (.

?ughrE:, The exalted order has been issued.

Text: That he of high rank and faith, Abdal Khan, the Rish Safid of the 7 Iéic,

\

~

Haft] Lang and the exalted Shir Baig, are to know that the contents of the petition

have been understood. by the knowledgeable [royal] mind. They must, on becoming
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down to the charge of H..E. J ;ngzr Khan Zangl3 and the other commiésionersL .
return to their rightful gumers.all the property to ché Qéshq%ﬁi and Shahsavan
and 6 [sic, Shish] Bﬁlﬁkiﬁ nd other tribes and peasants of 4 [sic, Chahgr]

Mabzll,'according to their share and obtain receipts [for the property].

Regarding the deaths o' the Bakhtiygri, some from both sides will be called

i

tofout presence, and we shall settle their gispute'according~to the laws of
justice. It is ordered that H. E..Jahgifi;Li:jﬁ/Zand and the other commissioners

shall act as ordered and not transgress_wh as been commanded.. Let them consider
. h]

o

it part of their responsibility;

P

Written in the month of Rajab 1192/July 1778.

He, to whom we carry our supplication, is generous."f17?7175?:-

I. NOTES

\

1Mizdij. One of the four districts of Chahar Maballfwhich was the center

of the Duraki Khans' land holdings.

2Tribes of Fars. Presumably those listed lower in the document, the Qdshqa®i,

\

Shahsavan. and Shishbuluki. Had the Zand's given them permission to go into

Bakhtiyari territory? ' -
4

3Jah§ngir Khan Zand. 'Son of Khuda Murad of the Zand Hazara, and entrusted
by Karim Khan Zand with military and adminigtrative matters. (John Perry, Karim-
) \
Khan Zand (Chicagq, 1979), pp. 108 and 296.)

4Shishbﬁlﬁki.. One 6f the main divisions of_the Qashqa®i.. Inclusion of the

Shahsavan is somewhat perplexing; but Nadir Shah and Karim Khan presumably settled

' small remnants of them in Fars.

A
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‘II. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar AsSad ‘collection) ® - ..

. The petltlon is. centered—left on“the lower half. of the page, that measures

; s
ca. 35.7:x 18.9 cm, w1th ca. 7 cm margin on the right. The llnes wrlt;en in

I

shlkastah—nastallq, extend up the left margin.

£

The formula of both the petltlon and the Farman is simllar to that of

Documents-ll and -14. 4; .

The Farmgn is written--also in shlkastah—nastacllq——lnvetsely in the top

e

margin. It egins with a tughra and the 1nvocat10n "Hls,' or "He [, Who is]." The

Farman . is sealed with Karim's square seal (Rabino, Album, P1. 50, #32). A most

3 .

unusual feature in both the petition and farman is the use of a number rather than

" the word for the number in proper names that include a number, for example "7"

- Lang, rather than the usual "Haft" Lang.

s III. SIGNIFICANCE

}. ~Karim Khan's Farman, dealing with a relatively common--at least
superficially--dispute, indicates the degree of his concern for-Bakhtiyari
. ’ [ . ' ¢
affairs. His cbncerp sprang, of course, from the proximity of the Bakhtiyari

to his capital of Shiraz and to Isfahan and to the threat that various

Bakhtiyari had posed to him.
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