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Petition and> Farman, Jumada II 1192/June 1778

7

fhe petitioﬂ'of'the least of servants, the old servant and slavé °A1§-°Askar
' éaékﬁhi:l Theé petltloner conveys to the high place of petltlon of those who
stand in the brightly radlant presence. of his most holy and exalted MaJesty,

may my soul be hié'Sacrifice, that: ‘

"May I becomé a'sacrifice to the blessed dust of your feet. This devoteq
slave having last year petitioned the blessed dust of ydur feet; the collectorship
of the tafquahz was gracidhsly gréhted td him. .The collector for the afore-
mentioegd affair [the ;aising of the taxes from the,tafrzqah] went to the blace;
‘the téfrzqah refused to obey; he did not [manage to] gather them together [so
they could be made to pay up], and the two or three families that remain are not
able to pay the takes.[ This devoted' slave borrowed the money for the taxes and
.paid it.‘ His request fromrthe'kindness'of his most holy and exalted Majesty is
that shme oné should be made responsible to gather together the tafriqah of this
" slave. tMoreover] the Bakhtiyari group have property in Pa; Kﬁh3 and between
them and the people of Pas Kuh there is-a discrepancy [in the amount of taxes
each group pays]:

His reduest'from the boundless [Royal] favor is that H. E. Abdal Khan should
be made résponéible for investigating this discrepancy, since he is well informed
about the Bakhtiyari and the Pas Kuhi [and] carrying out an assessment betweep
them. .This would be the cause of hopefulness for this slave, and of ‘' the
acqui;ition of prayers for the mosﬁ Holy person's blessed%existence.

. « .« the universally-obeyed order .
\
. ?ughrﬁ: The exalted order has been issued.
' Text: That he of high rank, sincerity, and devotion, Abdal Khan Bakhtiyari, on
‘receipt_pf knowledge of the coﬁﬁenﬁs of the universally obeyediorder, shodld

-seti out for the Bakhtiyari tribes ftavEyif] and the district of Pas Kuh accompanied:
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by a reéresentative of His Excellency the.ﬁetitioner and make the dispersed
group [of Bakhtiy;rz] in the district of Pas Kah, without taking notice of
pretext 6r excuse, migrate with tﬁeir . « . [?] 'and baggage, take them and
settle them in:their original locations so that.with optimism they ‘may attend
. fo their occupétion and task of farming. Let him get a receipt for this from
the petitioner and have it verified and send it to-the exalted Dargah e [?]
of the tribes Bf Bakhti&grz in the districts of Pas Kah, as is ordered, let
.'him put into efféct and keep in g;od order and be aware that infraction will
result in chastisement.

Let them consider it part of their responsibility. Written in the month
ofnjumgdz II in the Year 1192/June 1778. o t

°

He, to whom we carry our supplication, i& generous. 1177/1757.

I. NOTES ' ¥

les1T Askari Pas Kuhi. Unident.

2Tafr§qah; Literally means dispersal or dispersed body, and it is used

as such, but here it may also refer to,arpermit, a laissez passer, in which case
f

a group has permission to go to another district but must still be responsible
for taxes at the place of origin. In this case, a group of Bakhtiyari have

become separated from the main tribe, certainly as far as taxation is concerned.

LY

3Pas Kuh. Pusht Kuh, the Iranian plateau side of the Bakhtiyari, especially

the area around Ardal, just south and west of Mizdij.

¢

II. THE:DOCUMENT (Sardar As€ad collection) v

The petition is centered-left on the lower.two-thirds of the page, that
measures ca. 41.3 x 20 cm, with ca. 7.5 cm margin on the right. The lines, written
* . , 3 , . hl /_\

] b
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in shikastah script, extend up theleft margin. Eleven seals and eleven L

e

signatures are found on the dorse. (unread).
" The formula of both the petition and the Farman is similar to that of

‘Document 12; the exception being in the Farman, and here, Document 14, the
order is given directly to Abdal Khan. ,
The Farman is written--also 4in shikastah-nasta®liq--inversely in the top

margin. It begins with a gughrz but not invocation. The Farman is sealed with

Karim's square seal (Rabino, Album, P1l. 50, #32).

~ITII. SIGNIFICANCE

1. Tafrigah. This is the second document issued to the Bakhtiyari in which
a reference is made to tafrigah. This term appears in subsequent eighteenth.
and nineteenth century documents, and its use suggests that the state controlled

\
tribal movements, outside their specified territory, through this device.
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