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Petitien'and}farmZn, Sha®ban 1184/November 1770 -«

-4 W
13

The petition of the leest of slaves, thelﬁelpless peasants oflﬁaballgt, ‘ \\

-

Quhlszan, and Sayir al-Buluk[?]:

+ It is submltted to the hﬁ§h place of petltlonlng of those who stand at the |
foot of the most holy, lofty, and exalted throne at which the Ca11phate resides,

that: may we be sacrificed for the blessed dust beneath your feet. A petition ,

Y

to the Pleides-like, most holy and exalted dust beneath [the Royal] feet was
' ¢

presented on the subject of the excesgive harm whlcé the Bakhtlyarl Raf1 [7] . |
living in Mahallat and Qum2 were doing to the.least‘onesl[the petitioners] and 1
‘ in acco;dance with the most exalted command it was ordered thae one or_ two of
these unfortunate ones, in ceﬁbany with an Muhammad Yusif, the'éEbi§,3 shoeld
come‘to the'fereunate, victorious, and hoiy stirrup [the Royal camp] so ehat e ‘
an arrangement could be made with regard to the aforementloned group, in the !
hope that perhaps, God w1l11ng, in view of the boundless [Royal] kindness toward °
these helpless ones, it should be settled in such a way that the hand of the
opp;es31on and ruination of that group Should be helf back from the districts
of us helpleéss ones so that we may, at ease, form and obtain our, livelihood.
At this time also approximately 200-300 families of the Bakhtiyari living in
- Qum and*ehe villages of Nakhjirvan, Taymfxr4 in Gulpayagan have moved and come a
to Quﬁiétan in Maballzt and settled so that we‘least ones have absolutely no |
control over our'own>pastures, lands,,liveseock, or gardens.

Our request from the boundless merecy of his holy apd exalted Majesty, ﬁay
our souls be’his sacrifice,_}s that, by way of making an act of charity, for
Fhe benefit of his blessed brow, a Farman, as sure as fate, should receive the
ﬁonor of being iseued to the effect that the group of Bakhtiyari who, without
% blessed and universally obeyed Farman, have emigrated from Taymur, Nakhjzrvan,

&um, and GulpEyaan and come to Maballﬁt and Quhistan should go and sétéle in

3




. their app01nted place and that the group of Rafil[?] who are in Mahallat—-the

1deserted flelds beside the r1ver are many~—should go and settle 1n them so that _

. . . o, v % . .
' T e 5
R ‘ "

A y |

L

the produce of these helpless ones will not be completely destroyed or else

, that Aqa Muhammad Yus;f, the zab1t of those legdt ones should give them a place = . .

s

to llve, in proportlonate shares and parts,’ in every v111age, so- that, in this

- way too we least ones may, on the whole in a contented state and with mlnds at o

.
A,

ease, occupy ourselves with praying for the continuation of the government-—may

N

o L}

it endure untll‘eternlty. For the rest, your ¢ommands are obeyed. , ) -

.+ A v
® -

. °

Tughra:* The exalted Farman has been issued. . r » ’ "
. 4 N .
‘Text; That H: ‘E. Aqa Yus1f, zab1t of the two dlstrlcts mentloned above, is to

know that our exalted agents prev1ously appointed a place for the Bakhtlyarl

~ group to live. The komlngaof the Bakhtiyari to Mahallat, Quhlstan, and Sayir

al-Bqlﬁk is ohtrageous. . Therefore, he is to remove them from the aforementioned
districts sco that they can go and live in the place granted to them.
R X 3

H. E. Abdal Khan,s the Rish Safid of the Bakhtiyari, and our ex;l>ted agents

€

--we granted a place for' the Bakhtiyari to settle, what does this mean that
each one goes off willfully to those districts or even settles in them?--must ‘

move them ‘to the place they were, to the place we have granted for their settlement

~

and dwellin%}

And let them consider }his part of their,responsibility. _Written ih the.
month of Sha®ban 1184/November 1770.

He, to whom we cafry our supplication is generous. 117?7/1757. . . \\\\\\

o . ' I. NOTES

lBakhtieri Rafi. Unidentified. Possible misspelling of "Raki" (a Babadi tayafah).
i * N o R ' .-

| o~ . i - <. - . ,
’ ?qu. Karim Khan had settled Bakhtiyari (Chahar Lang?) in the villages .- - . .

* ’ ®»
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~arouhd Qum in 1764, because?of Bakhtiygri attacks on  Isfahan during his absence

in Khurasan. (MErzE'Mubammad Sadigq MusavI‘NamI Isfah?ni, Tarikh Citigush;;

ed. by Sa*ld NafIsI (Tehram, 1317/1939), pp. 119-120.) -

[ . " .

3Kq§ Yusif, the imperial é;big. Unident., but»he;e bailiff. -
4o - :
Or, Naymur. o ‘
= ' ' . ' - !

e

- 5Adel_Khan, Rish Safid of the Bakhtiyari. In this context, Abdal Khan

ig onée again held responsible for the whole of the Bakhtiyari.

— v 2

'II. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar AsSad collection)

=

- The petition is centered-left on the lower two-thirds of the page, that’
K R 2 ' 5 -
‘measures ca. 40 x 21 cm, with ca. 5 cm margin on the right. The sentences,

-
» -

written in shikastah-nasta®liq script, extend up the left margin. Seven seals

and six signatures are found on the dorse (unread).

o

The formula of the petition is: identifjcation of the document as a

 petition; the low station of the petitioners and the contrastingly high station

of the ruler; the grievance; request for a command of redress; reference to

[

corroboration or witneg;gﬁ?“ﬁ?ayetg\for the ruler; and expectation of a response

and that it will be obeyed.

°

The Farman is written—-also in shikastah-hasta‘fiq——inversely in‘the top -

margin. It begins with a gughrz but no invocation. The order is given to the

v

o

local official who is responsible for that district first, and then to the offi-
~cial responsible for the interlopers, Abdal Khan. The Farman ends with Karim
L khan's square seal (Rabino, Album, P1l. 50, #32). This Farman, although greatly '
! ' -

Qhortened, follows the standard formula but for the invocation.
[ € .
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I1I. SIGNIFigANCE"
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1. Th1s document further corroborates resettlement of Bakht1yar1 in Qum. .

»

The petltlon'refers to two dlfferent groups of Bakht1yar1 who had entered the

dlstrlct separately The peaéants appear willing to'eompromlse w1th the,Rafl[.]-.

--the first group mentloned——suggestlng that they either be settled on deserted

land or div1dedfamong the exlstlngAv1llage. The second group—-Bakht yar1 from

Qum; Gulpayiggn, etc., the petitidn asks they be sent back to their ¢riginal
‘place. The Farman seems' to apply to‘the second grqup,'for the~indi
: NN ’ _‘ . p)
popule;ion had already attempted to deal with the Rafi.

2. Abdal Khan is responsible-fof the whole of the Bakhtiyari; both the
region and the tribeamen wherever tBey may be. .

3, Quite possibly these Bakhtiyari were agriculturalists..
: 6
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