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- Farman, Muharram 1181/May 1767

[}

-
3

?ughrgz Tbe exalted order has been issued.

Text: - That he of high station and eminence, faithful and loyal, Abdal Khan,L

" and all the elders, khans, and commanders of the illustrious confederation

[i1].-0f the Bakhtiyari, being hopeful of the favors of our great, and exalted

nature, should know that since the aim of our exalted attention is that the

\

" . . 2 y :
peasants and cultivators of the town and district of Qum, resting in the
cradle.of peace and security should, in a state of\ease, occupy themselves

: .y . ; - :
with what is needful for their occupations as subjects. It is, therefore,

necessary, on receipt of the exalted Farman and on becoming aware of its subject

and contents, that they should give the necessary orders to the whole of the

.

" tribe of the Bakhtiyari that, they»are to behave towards all the peasants and

cultivators of the town and region of Qum in the best way and a laudable manner,

that they are to stop stealing and committing highway robbery. For, if it

comes to light that harm has come to the produce of the peasants, or if a single

person, wishing to return to the old ways, begins stealing or committing highway

robbery, we will take the necessary retribution from them.

R

We have verbally commanded him of high rank, the loyal and faithful, .

Muhammad €Ali Khan, Governor of Qum,3 if a thief or bandit, wishing to return
to old ways, does so , he is to catch and"punish the thieves, and report the

.
x -

circumstances.

> -

bl

“Let fhbm consider this part of their responsibility. Written in the Month

1

of Mu@arram,;thé Year 1181/May 1767.

He, to whom we carry over supplication, is génerouS._ 117?/1757.
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.- !abdal Khan. See Significance below. ' . - S

y : . .
'2Qum. The Bakhtiyari had been resettled in this region. © 1

. 3Mubammad.°AlI Khan, Governor of Qum, Unident. =

II. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar As%ad collection)

This Farman, sealed with Karim Khan Zand's square seal (Rabino, Album,

[}

P1l. 50, #32), measureg ca. 29.8 x 20.2 cm. The shikastah script is centered

“ on the page with a 5'cm margin on the right and with the writing in each 1line -
: - A
extending well up the left margin. The dorse bears seven signatures and five

-
»

seals (unread).

1] . '

This document seems to deviate from the standard (See, Busse), because it
. lacks the ‘invocation to God. The top margin--where it would have been located
-7mayﬂhave been removed. Many of thé subsequent Zand documents lack both a

) seal or an inscribed invocation; consequently, it may have been standard
chancellery procedure to omit the invocation but for the most formal;documents;

¥

This Farmiﬁ begins with the gughra, and then immediately identifies the recipient
(narratio); and then the command to maintain control over the Bakbtiygri that
had been reséttled in Quﬁ (dispositio).
N : [}
ITII. SIGNIFICANCE

1. . This document implies that Abpal Khan is the pre-eminent leader of the

! N %hole of the Bakhtiyari; although, it ié,not at all c)ear that he is governor,
: . . L} . v

of the Bakhtiyari district. 1In earlier “documents he is identified as head of R

-~

‘the Haft Lgng.only;.therefore, Karim Khan Zand may have been admiﬁistering the

N ce

Bakhtiyari--both Chahar Lang (as.punishment~to °Al§AMard§n's‘moiety?) and Haft .,

. ) .y : . ’ \
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Lang—-lndlrectly, as the QaJa,rs were to do after 1864, through a single 'head.

In d01ng so, t:he Central Govermnent would have in effect recognlzéd a suxgle

s i confederation. . S \
e »+. , 2, Corroboration is found here for Zand resettlement of recalcitrant
. ' r
I Bakht1 ari in the Qum district and the problems’ this created.

» ) . oM i .
fi~’ o 3. Even_ though the re-located Bakhtiyari are distant from their original
Jt . province, its leader is responsible for their good order. )
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