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Petition and Farman, Rabi¢ I 1173/ -
October-November 1759 !

The petition‘of the least of devoted slaves,AAbdal Bakhtiygri, represeﬁts

. to'the place of petitioning of those wﬁo stand in the bounteous and hiéh.presence;
that this slave with his family [?] Itavgxif],l has brought ugder cultivation
lands in Chahar Mapall as listed belowzzand since it is now gwo or three yearé -

that a little cultivat:ion,3

Thg,Village The Village The Dependencies ~ The Village
) of Faradunbah of Dastjird or Aurugan of Urujan
Two Dang - Six Dang .. Three Dang [six Two and a
. scratched] half Dang
The Village The Village The Dependen~ The Dependen-
of Chulichah of Farsan ~ cies of Ta®Unak = cies of Mashu®i :
Four Jau Qal®ah Arbabi ; Two Dang A Six Dang ,
The Dependen- Arnujan and The Dependency The Dependen-—
cies of Urujin Khajah and of Dastana- cies of Rastab
o Six Dang of named All
- : the dependen- o+ All 7
cies of Junaqan
Four Dang
: The Dependen- The Dependen- The Dependency of The Village of
i, ‘ cies of Surak cies of Aurugan named Kalujird .
° Dang Kharaji Three ) Jama€ah Raki All .
' Dang ‘ Three Dang

-~
Complete [i.e., the list is finished]

: and of the abovementioned villages, some were acquired by purchase and some
! o \\ (8 ) ’ » r
| otherwise [i.%., have not been purchased]. The supplication of this slave is that

an exalted command, as' sure as fate, should be issued and that it should be laid

down that the zﬁbip and the tax collectorsg of the said Districts should allow _

\
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m] to bring the said villages into a state of pro erity and under his own .

tivation and occupy himself in praying for the(fo tInuation of the eternal

good fortune of His most holy Majesty. Your command is obeyed. “

<
-

Invocation: He [,Who is'] In the name of God, pay He be exalted!

1

?ughrﬁ: The exalted Decree [Farman] has been issued.
Text: That the zablt and tax collectors of Chahar Mahall should give .
into their possession all the prlvate estates of . ‘His Excellency Abdal Khan

Bakhtiyari and his family, whether boﬁght or inherited, in Chahar Maball, S0

a

that they may have possession and take the necessary care to make them

flourishing with their own capital.

.

And let them congider.this part of their responsibility. Written in the
Month of Rabi® I, in the Year 1173/October-November 1759.

He, to whom we carry our supplication, is generous. 117?/1752

A
¢

E)

I. NOTES .

thamily [favayif]. '?Eyafah, or its plural tavayif, is used to describe
social grdups ranging in size from the family to a, confederation. There is
jet no historical evidence that Bakhtiyari khans, who were landlords, shared A
ownership.of their land beyqnd the extended\family. The villages listed in

Abdal's petition were his and possibly his uncle's (FrB)--if his father's ®

- [}
estate had not yet been settled--and his song'--if they have married and a

division had taken place.

-
»

\.—‘ ! . y .‘
2Note that dang, land measure, is here spelled dang. These villages

would appear to be locate? in Mizdij, Chahar Maball. Some reappear in

\

documents. issued ilkhani in the nineteentﬁocentury (Appendix IIIb)

" and in Sardar As®ad’'s wills (G. R. Garthwaite, "Two Persian Wills of ngj I VE

-
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- Quli Khan Sardar As®ad," JAOS,"XCV (1975), pp. 645-650).

}

©

a. Farzdunbéh. A Iafge village 6 miles northwest of Bur;jin.
b. Dastjird [ér Dastgird] A large village ca. 16 miles south-of Sh;hr Kﬁrd.
c. Aurugan/Urujan. A large village, today a ‘small town, ca. 44 miles
west of Shah Riza. ' ' i
~ d. Chulichah. A small village in Mizdij ca. 12 mileé southwest of Shahr
Kurd on fhe Afdgl road.
e. Farsan. The largest village in Mizdij, ca. 11 miles west of Shahrﬁgurd.,

f. Junagan. A very large village in Mizdij ca. 16 miles south of Fg;sﬁn '

on the Ardal road.

3Presumably, there had been no cultivation before.

/ -

1I1. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar As®ad collection)

This petition, with an inscribed Farman, measures ca. 31.8 x 18.3 cm.
The petition is written in the lower quadrant of the page, and :the village
. ) ) v

properties are listed in block férm in the middle of the text. The decree

[

--containing both an invocation and a gughra-—is scrawled inversely in the
upper left corner and then sealed with Karim Khan's oval seal (Rabino, Album,
P1 50, #31)’

. .
The form of the petition is simply that of a request couched in defe;ential
» 1}

.'language, with a concluding note that the command will be obeyed. The petitioner's
name is placed outside the lines of the text. The Farman--greatly shortened and

written upsideé down in the top right margin of the petition--follows the standard -,

1

B form (See, Busse): ‘the invocation to God (invocatio); the naming of the
H ) q

.grecipient (narratio); and the actibn--recognition of ownership (dispositio).
i e I
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I1XI. SIGNIFICANCE

1. This document identifies Abdal Khan as a major landlord in Chahar

T .Mabgll; this is the earliest evidence that Bakhtiyari leaders had a land base.

2. 1In this petitian Abdal Khan is implicitly seeking title, or recognition
of oﬁnership, of some seventeen properties in Chahar Maball, but he also asks

that officials be ordered not to interfere. Reference is made that some of the

villages had been purchased, others inherited, and possibly fhat they had y
recently been brought into cultivation. karim Khan Zand grants Abdal Khan's -
petitién in his Farman with the stipulétion thag future deve;épﬁent of these
estates is tolcome from Abdal's own'capital. fhis'suggests that in addition

to title Abdal had also been seeking a possible subsidy or a tax exemption

for capital improvement.




