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Farman, RabI® 1 1169/December i755x

: ?ughraz' The'exalted order has been issued.

Text: That he of exalted positibn,‘of high and glorious standing,

. ) . ) P o _
" ‘courageous and wise, attentative to loyalty and devotion, Abdal Khan Bakhtiyari,l.

being expectant and joyful at the attention of [our] bounty-manifesting exalted

.nature, secondly to the generosity of God Almighty, is to know that: after
; 3

restoring order to the affairs of the province of Fars and Kuhgiluyah, up to the

ports and the coast, our fortune-favored and exalted fetinue turned the Feins
- of intepgion toward the Seat of Government, Isfahan, with the intention of
invﬁding °Ir§§ and the vanquishing and crushing of the tfoublesdme enemy,. and on
the 26th of the victorious month of Safar [l December], the aforementioned Seat
of Government beéame the spot where the flags of glory'an& might were planted..
They [i.e., the Békhtiyari] will, also of course, by now have heard of the
flight of the evil-natured §;§d2 [Khan Afghan] from the said Séat of Governﬁgnt
upon no more than hearing the settiné out of the [our] victoriéus retinue. Since
_ now, thanks an& praise to God, the doors of fortune and jéy are opened, the dayé
_of [our] malevolent enemies are dark and the hand of our exalted agents
: victofious, and the aim of [our] sun-like attention is also this, that from now
on what is required by love and affection‘for that noble and the wﬁole of the
glorious Békhti}gri ;ribe should be fulfilled, not refusing them the morsel of
Eread that Almighpy and Most ‘Holy God grants us; we shall consume. it together.
Therefore,‘on receipt of this universally obeyed Férmgn aﬁd the arrival.

of-. . . [name not written], and after becoming informed of its contents, resting

éssuredAin all respects with regard to the rightfulness of [our] exalted agents,
0 7 . =

g . . ;
mind completely at ease for the Presence, so that, by God's kindness, after the

arrival of that exalted person, whose place is glorious, we may extend care.and

1]
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éccompanied by the other khans and su1§3n33 of the Bakhtiyari, he must.set.out with
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" kindness in'sugh.a'way that 'he becomes the envy of his peers and equals.

_ . o e _ . -
Let them consider complete urgéncy necessa¥y in this matter and regard it |

';as part of their respoﬁsibility. Written in the month of Rabi® I, in the Year
1169/December 1755.

1

. .Qé, to whom we carry our supplication, is generous. .

“"1172/1756. )
o

S . 4

) : I. NOTES ‘

v . .

t

pbdal Khan. The pre-eminent Haft Lang leader. (And, see Genealogical

"

‘Table).
zlzad [Khan‘Aﬁghan]. See Documents 4 and 5.

S o .
3Sulgan’s. Presumably Bakhtiyari with military rank.

4Karim Khan Zand's seal. o

1I. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar.Asad collection)

"This Farman, issued by Karim Khan Zand, measures ca. 26.7 x 17.8 cm. The
. téxt fills the page, but fof the right margin, and is written up the left margin.

There is no seal at the top, but Karim's oval seal appears at the end of the
. Al \ *

, . i 3 . i - : .
document (Rabino, ‘Album, PL50 #31). The script is nast€liq. One seal (unread)

)
s

is found on the dorse.’

v

But for the gughrg, theré& is no invocation--the top of the document is
. . ? .
missing--then the formula (Busse) is observed with the naming of the recipient

(narfatio), and then the action follows (dispositio), which, in this case, is -

.

- .

| a commendation and an order. : . -
i N . .




IIT. SIGNIFICANCE

ﬁLf.. o 1. This document reveals Abdal Khan's reversal of his military role in -

e . first supporting Karim Khan, then Azad Khan, and back again to Karim; although,
. . ]

* at this time he had presumably not yet come out in support of Karim.




