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Seal:

My triumph and victory over enemies is God-given. Whoever is free girt up his
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. : ~ Hukm, 7 Ramazan.1167/28 June 17341

i~ [Seal and tughra are missing . . . has been issued that:z]\ g

Text: Op account of the ehdless abundance of favorable attentions pa1d

[by us, i.e., Azad Khan] to the noble refuge of Truth and Devotion, Abdal Khan,

the Amir of the BakhtinrIS; we have bestowed and graﬁted the position of éabig4

7

of  Chahar Mabgll to him in place of SAskar,Khan Baig from fhe beginning of the
nine-month peri9d of this auspicious Year of the Dog,5 and we have establighed
for him the sum of wageé which was éstablished in favor of the former é;bigs of
the aforementioﬁed districts so that he, with utmost zeal diligently performing
the obligations and duties éoncerned with the affairs dependent upon him and
éisplaying excellentleffért in the gathering together of, winning over and

showing compassion to, the peasants and in brimging the districts in ruin to

a flourishing state, may follow such a course that from his goodness all the

- peasants are content and thankful. Let the kalgntar:'kadkhpdas, and the peasants -

§ s
of Chahar Mahall recognize His Excellency, Abdal Khan, as their égbig; and let

them not go beyond the bounds of his prudent decisions and words, which are
2 \ a

conjoined to what is correct.

*

‘Let the mustaufis and scribes of the exalted Government register and record

the transcrlpt of this Hukm 1n the eternal registers, and consider it part of

their respon31b111ty. Written on the seventh of the Md\nt’)f Ramazan in the Year

1167/28 June 1754. ) ‘,‘,//

v

.loins to serve it.  1165/1752. .

. . _ . I. NOTES
1This gukm‘was iésued with Document 4.

2Missing, see below If; The Document.
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' Y;APle Khan, the Amir of( the Bakhtiygri. ‘Thg reference to Abddl Khan as

"Amir-i Bakhtiyari" is vague: the use of "amir" for a military leader would

-

représﬁnt obsolete usag ; "amir" could be a synonym for "hakim," governor, the

y . .

title used in Docﬁme 4 and presumabiy would have been used here if AbdHl were

>
\ [

governor of Bakhtiyari. Furthermore, Dodumept 4 makes no mention of Abd;l_as

governor of Bakhtiygrz and appoints him to the governorship of Pusht Kuh.

L]

Consequently, "amir" probably means notable, or evén 'the" Leader of ‘the

Bakhtiyari--thus, making a ‘distinction between the governor of the province

. r~’

and the one responsible for the nomadic tribes. . - AN

v

42§bi§ of Chahar Maball. Zabig, here, means tax collector, and Chahar

Mabgll comprises those four rich agricultural districts of Lar, Kiygr, Mizdij,

5 - ! : - -
and Ganduman west of Isfahan and bordering on the eastern edge of the Bakhtiyari.

1

5The Year of the Dog, 1754 in the 12 Year Turkic cycle.
IT. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar As€ad collection) T

L

This Hukm was also issued by Azad Khan Afghan,“and it measures ca.,33.8 x P
: : b : ,
19.6 cm. The top margin of ca. 3.8 cm. across with another 2.5 cm. below on the Y

right is missing;'chis\missing portion follows the crease line. It méy have

been purposely removed as a talisman for it included the gughra--"ﬂukm muta® shud"?

--and probably "al-Mulk Allah al-taala" written at the top. (These are the

tughra and the .inscription on the companion document, Document 4.) Possibly,

; fob, since the top right of the document receives the most wear when the document

is folded and unfolded this corner may simply have been separated from the page

: ./;////J/Eh;gnghquéfﬂ_Tﬁié Hukm is sealed by Azad Khan's oval seal (Rabino, Album,
.. . g

' P1 50 #30). R | =1
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III. SIGNIFICANCE

: ; . i _
1. Again, could Azad Khan actually place Abdal in office as éabig of

Chahar Mahall, far from Azad's center of power to the morthwest? Presumably, **.

. - - ] . .
}faAbdal had given Azad some indication, and possibly the appointment was contingent

L] i

- .- N -— - . ’
on Azad's success. Or, was Abdal trying to threaten Karim Khan, who, two years

later in 1169/1755, awards Abdal a Farman extoliing hi;‘virtues and his support?
. 2. Chahar Mapall was a zone of Bakhtiyari influence and-by appointing a
"Bakhtiyzri leader ‘as administrator his i?terest as such would possibly cﬁrb
_ tribal depradations. From_yé} another document (see Document 7,‘1173/1759), Abdal
is identified as an important landlord in Chahar Maball{ and probably he was at
ghé time Azad K£anAappoints.him éabigt \
3. The text of this Hukm is yet another.example of the traditional

\ Irano-Shi®i ideology: good and just government'and‘order results in a contented

: \
peasantry and "in bringing the districts in ruin to a flourishing state."
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