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"' Hukm,! Ramazan 1167/June 1754

g Invocation: Dominion is God's; May He be exalted.

Tughrg; The ﬁniversally obeyed order has been issued.

S : g Text: That on the basis of the abundance of endless and exalted compassion
-.and the dgmonstration of boundless and elevated kindness with régard to him,

possessing high status, sincerity and loyalty, truthfulness, and devotion, the

i ) 5

b issue of the khans, Abdal Khan® Bakﬁtiyﬁri, from the beginning of the nine-month
period of this auspicious Year of the Dog,3 we have exélted the aforementioned
- of high rank and distinguished him among his peers with the governorship of the
d%stricts of Pusht Kﬁhé-—in the way that it formerly belonged to that abodg of
mercy, the father5 of ﬁhe aforementioned of high rank, and we have established
the stipend that was'settled in the days of the Khaqe_m,6 who rests in paradise,
- upon the ‘governor o§ the said districts in favor of the aforementioned of high

rank, so that drawing it each year on account of the taxes of the aforementioned
b .

districts and spending it on his livelihood, he may pay attention -to his
assigned duties with utmost care and efficiency.

. }
Displaying his praiseworthy endeavor in the development of those districts,
the management of affairs, the receipt and disbursement of taxes; in increasing

and expanding iy;givation;'in perfofming and carrying tﬁrough due service; and
in punishing and chastizing troublemakérs, rogues, highwayman, etc., he should

80 act that those districts should really enter into prosperity and that the

“ 1 . . .
N .

beasénts_and people should be at ease in the cradle of safety and security and
‘set, about their affairs and work with minds at ease. '

Q : ; It is ordered that the tax off1c1als, kalantars, kadkhudas, gnapdees and L

o

6rd1nary people, notables, and all inhabitants of the districts of Pusht Kuh ~ . /

s

N should acknowledge this aforementloned exaltéd person as thelr 1ndependent

and sole governor, shopld refer their'affairs to the afori?entloned of high rank, .

. v
* '
.

'
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‘éﬁould'ndt tfansgress.against the words and judgments, opinions of the afore-
mentioned of high stature and should bear in mind [the possibility of} punishment.

Written in the month of RamaZan the Blessed, 1167/June 1754.
Seal: My triumph and victory over enemies is God-given. , ;
Whoever is free gfrt up his loins to serve it.

1165/1752.

" _ I. NOTES
1This gukm was issued with Document 5. ~ i
2

Abdal Khan Bdkhtiyari. Abdal was son of €Ali §§li@ (see Genealogical

Table).
3Year'of the'Dog; 1754 in the 12 year Turkic cycle.

“District of Pusht Kuh. The Chahdr Mahall side of the Bakhtiyari, and in

the late nineteenth century and the twentieth centered on Ardal.

>Probably implies that Al Salih is dead.

6The days of the Khaqan. Lit. emperor, and this‘'is a reference to Nadii‘ /
Shah. During Nadir's reign Abdal's father, ¢Ali Salih, evidently held the ‘same |
~ : .
post. ' ﬁ\ ’ R v
TN « ’
7Rabino,.élggg - .y Seal no. 30.
- 'II. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar As®ad collection) IR 5
s

This Hukm issued by Azad Khan Afghan measures ca. 44.5 x 21.2 cm. Its
rather crabbed nasta®liq is centered left and extends to the page bottom. The

sentences run up the left margin. The text is sealed with Azad's oval seal. .

A

The top seal is replaced by a written invocation, and the gughra is. not stylized.~

A
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is sealed with Azad Khan's oval seal (Rabino, Album, PL 50 #30).

rse bears six seals with signatures and two notations (unread).

L ' ITI. SIGNIFICANCE

s

1. This is the first document to link Duraki leaders specifiéally with

*Bakhtiyarz territory--the Haft Lang khans with Pusht Kuh.

J

2. Abdal Khan is:given his father's governorship of Pusht Kuh. This was

perhaps a tuyul for the contingent of Bakhtiyari cavalry in Nadir Shah's service.

It is most likely thé4t Nadir had awarded this governorship originally, and it ls'

L 3 Q

Azad Khan, who was supported by Afshars in Azerbaijan, who grants this one.

The question, of course remains, did he have the power td‘place Abdal there?
And, had Abdal swung hislsupport'to Azad Khan, or was Abdal merely keepiﬁg his
options open? \“

3. This document, like Document 2 (Appendix I) makes, reference to both

v
!

kalantars and kadkhudas in the context of a political hierarchy.

4. The text emphasizes the importance of the governoffs obligation within

the, Irano-Shi®i tradition.

i
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