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! , Ragam,™~5 Rabi® I 1163/12 February 1750 o,
. - . . 7((’ ‘ . . E - e . '
. &

‘Seal: 1In the ‘name of God. 'Through ShEhrukhl'the Safavid religion and ‘'

fortune found order in the world through the benevolence of Hls Excellence,

2

Murtaza (‘All) 1162/1749

?ughra: I ‘take refuge with ch the’exalted; The Royal Comnang has been

issued. A

"Text: .He of ex;lted station, the commander of the great commanders,
.Muhammadl§§lih Khan Bayat,‘SarcEr3 of the\quyince of Fars, having been honored
‘ with boundless royal grace,.shculd know that et-this time he cf high nlace,
€Al Salih Khan Bakhtiyar'i',4 comumder of the Haft Lang ghazis in attendance
on the royal stirrup, has presented a petition to the effect that a group of
the Haft Lang, his own tayafah . are dispersed in the Fars region. |

‘In accordance w1th the petition of the aforementloned we have ordered
that he (i. e.y CA11 Sallh) should appoint a diligent offiger and send him off
to Fars in order to reassemblq the abovementioned dispersed Itafrigah ] group,
get them on the move, and take them to their original abode end settle them
there,? ' . & |

v oA
f : :
That notable on receipt of this noble raqam and on the arrival of :the

agent 5% the aforementioned notable.(i.e., ©Ali Salih) mdSt give the necessary
help and a851stence in gather1ng and moving the dlspersed group of the above-
mentloned tayafah and must not comnlt any carelessness or negligence.

In carryingout and furthering the official dnties assigned to him and the
affairs that concern him, he must not regerd carelessness and negliéence.es
' ?ermissible and is to report to us his desires and :;:heste and the state of
?ffairs and news of that region daily. Let them consider it asg pert of their.

' responsibility. Written on the 5th of the month of Rabi€ I, the Year 1165/12

February 1750.

sl
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- I. NOTES
« .,} T' . ¢ )
}Shghrukh. Nadir Shah's grandson whose mother was a Safavid (daughter

) o ~

.of Shah Su1§§n.gusain), and who becaﬁe ruler of Khurasan 116241249.

[} . v

' zMurtagE €A1I. The first Imam, for emphasis on_ShEhrukhis Safavid, hence
Shici, ties. (There was some concern lest Shahrukh continue some of Nadir's \
\ religious experimentation.) Seal is dated 1162/1749. (See Qa%im, p. 379-80. -

P

and Rabino, Album, P1l. 50, Seal #27.)
3Mut}ammad Salih Khan Bayat, Sardar . . . of Fars. Unident. The title
indicates® that he was miiitary governor, hence responsible for tribal movement

in Fars.

s

| 4cAl-i §Elib Khan, Commander of the Haft Laﬁg ghazis. (Orig.'sarkardah-yi
' ghaziyan-i fikébir) €A1 Salih Khan was the gon of €Abd él-xha111’xha{ (see,
Appendik IV, Genealogies). In addition he was the paramount Haft.Lahg leader
. (see, Appendix I). . | . ) \
C . :

A

5Haft Lang, his o ¥Eyafah. ?Eyafah,vhére, refers to confederatioh, or

\

moiety. : )

6DiSpersed. Orig. tafriqah (see, SIGNIFICANCE below).

Al

II. DOCUMENT (Sardar As€ad collection)

This Raqém.mgasdres ca. 35.2 x 22.9 cm, and bears at the top of the page
. '§ the domed-block geal of Shahrukh [Rabino, Album, P1. 50, #27]. The tughra |
i appears ideptical with Nadir Shap'é in Appendix I. Its-nastacizq‘script is
cenﬁéred left, ﬂut only slightly up the left margin. The dorse'bedrs fhree

seals and one inscription (unread). ) : 4

A " ‘
-48=




% Uhppendix ITC T
. Document 2-6 .

-

III. SIGNIFICANCE

e . 1. This document indicates the continuing impdrtanpe of Afshar ties with

¢

the Haft Léng.

2. ©Ali Salih Khan is listed as leader of the Haft Lang cavalry, and
the dbéument regards him as representative and responsible for the Haft Lang,
’ probably its head. Since the cavalry are rikabi, ©Ali $51ib would probably have ‘

< -

been at court or on servigg.with them.

.

3This ié the first document of many issued to the Bakhtiyari, in which
the term "tafriqah" [lit.: disperéed, scattered] is used.. It would appear to
- be a technical term, and it could refer to a writ allowing a group'to leave one
area, or jurisdiction, for anothe%, while being accountable to the original
f one. (See, Appendix.II, Document 14). Or, here, with the same meaning but '

used as an a%jective describing the group that had such leave.

4The functioning of tafriqah allows for both movement and possibly state

control of that movement. (Tafriqah means dispersal or a dispersed body,
4 . + )

with or without state control.)
\ ' 3
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