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- .

Letter of Al Mardan Khan 1162-63/1748-50:

'3

A copy of the letter of cA11 Mardan Khan and Muhammad Rashid Khan and

-
03

"; _ " Haydar Khan Bakhtiyari1 to Abdal Khan and Aqa Muhammad Sa11h Bakht1 ari.
God, most high, willing, may the sapling of the desires and hopes of the

‘persons of exalted rank and eminent station, [our] brothers Abdal Khan and

.

.

Aqa Muhaﬁmad §§lih——may God give them peace--be happy and endowed with the
fruits of success from the outpourings of the abundance of the presence of_
Him who possesses glory, may His name he honored.

,Afher completing the writing of the petition which is always true [i.e.,
\theiihtroductory compiiments] it is brought to the sight of the minds on which
our loyal selves depend that the hessage filled with friendliness which you [lit.:

those simcere ofes] had written and sent, addressed to us [lit.: those devoted
v - '

ones] did the honor of arriving at an auspicious time.
Since it contained news of the [your] well-being [lit.: of those exalted
ones] of our noble brothers, confidence and peace of mind were produced, With

‘regard to [the suggestion] of our loving selves coming and a meeting of dear

‘

ones [taking place] and the expression of the opinion that, in accordance with
" the custom of our lamented fathers, we shoold be united, brothers and at omne,
- and that [our] oﬁlicy.toward affairs should be settled with each other's T

‘approval. Brothers, we swear by the Glory of God's power, that we have no
. : : Y, s

word to say or remark to make against the brotherhood of brothers. This desire

-

'[for brotherhood] is held by both sides; nor do we dissent from your beneficient
‘opinion [lit.: of those dear ones] [i.e., you]. Certalnly if, God, most high

;' willing, we proceed acoordlng to the customs of our departed forefathers, who‘
i\ acted‘with [true] partioahship and family 10yaity towards each other,3 who

. %)l i de_fended éach otherv's interest in his ab‘sence and ‘wh‘o did not desért each other,

, as you- [lit.: ' those dear omes] [i.e., you] and we [1it.: these loviné onés]

[ . . . ’ '

>
¢
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“have some of us Seen and some. of us heard in qur- youth, by the-help

% v

~of the Divine Kindness, we shall not meet with any-misfottuﬁe,'and'shall not

.
. M

SR fall into'[a trapzof] destruction [set by] friends who are.really enemies, and,

in reaiity, the affairs of boph sides will go forward in the best way and:wi;h o

good repute.

{ ; -, . N

On the matter of brotherhood, all ‘the world knows that we afe brothers. !

On the matter of unity, that is a.word [the meaning of} which is not hidden,

e ’ for unity causes good fortune 'and discord bad fortunéj Well, good fortune is s

better than bad fortune. We gwear By yoﬁr life [lit.: of our brothers] : ) e

T that, from beginning to end we have wanted to meet, especiaiiy now
, ‘ that your [lit.: those dear ones'] letter arrived. Only, for.a number of
reasons, we have excused ourselves from setting out. If God, most high, wills,

. life still remains [to us] and soon we will come to meet [you] as well. With

regard to policy over business and the undertaking of'affairs, we are not two.

™

~—

2 Our state is one. The choice for ‘both parties lies with you [lit.: those dear
3 . . F . .
.ones]. Let them begin undertakings and projects to the benefit of tribal
interests, we have no objection; and matters will be carried into effect as you -

[%%5.: our brothers] desire. There is no expecta;ion_[of profit] in brotherhood

I; a brothér does not expect to gain by helping his brother, but will help him

ey,

. 1In any case, until we meet, let them always write the news of their

well-being and send it,  and let us know if any important matter arises, so that,

if God will, there maﬁ be no failing [on our part]. And peace upon you.

The legends of the seals on the back of the original letter: (€Ali Mardan

1

* is the ruler of the world 1162/1748-49) (Oh God. Give security on the Day of

-

% Judgment. Muhammad Rashld is the son of Zaman [his father but also lit.’ ‘the -
‘Age]. 1163/1749—50) (Since, by God's favor, luck [bakht] is a friend [yar], -

the line o£ €A1i Mardan reaches Haydar. ). V'“
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'Datedlthé QSEﬁ of-Safar 1329, conforming to fhe_13th~of February 1911, 4

r_cpnforming'to the 24th of Dalv the eleventh month of the solar célédda:;' '

. Bahman or Aquarius H{n the Year -of the Dog, by the order of His Excellency

il

"_Kq; Sardar ASCAd,4 since the ofigina; document was very difficult to read, a
f}(; ' copy.was written.) (Aurang Munshi Shirazi)
\

I. NOTES

"lea1T Mardan Khan and Mubaq?ad Rashid Khan and Haydar Khan Bakhtiyari.

. " "€Ali Mardan, co-ruler with Karim Khan Zand of Central Iran in the name of
Isma®il III.(1163/1750-1164/1751),, and Mut}amméd Rashid were the sons of Za'mZn
Khan. Nineteenﬁh century Chahar Lang leaders of the Kiyanursi trace their

' descent from these brothers. Bayddr Khan was an important Chahar.Lang leader

and supporter of €Ali Mardan, but his relationship to him is unknown.

. 2pBdal Khan and Muhammad Salih Bakhtiyari. Abdal was the son of €Abd

‘ al-Khalil (see, Genealogical Table) and in subsequent documents Abdal
' v ’ 3 ' ¢

i ig identified as the Haft Lang leader. Muhammad Salih was €Abd al+Khalil's

brother. .

2

3Partisanship and family loyalty towards each other. Ghairat and ta€assub .

. , - L. [
in this context are commendable qualities.

4Zq§ Sardar As®ad. Sardar As‘éd—-@ﬁjji €A1 Quli Khan--was the son of -
' Husain Quli Khan and BIbi Mihrijan. In the first decédes of this century he
;was an important Bakhtiygri leader, a hero of the Constitutional Revolution,

and a literary figure with antiquariag'interests. He was responsible not only

for copying this document, but for collecting many of the. extant nghtiyari

documents. Sardar,Asf;d died in 1917.

7. S
. z

-
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II. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar As®ad collection)

2 )

\

G - . x il ) - - s - 3 '
« Sardar As€ad ordered a copy made, because the original was in bad condition.
] Py g 0

L

The note by the copyist, Aurang Munshi Shirazi, mentions that the original was,
very difficult to read. By this he must have meant faded and worn, for the
original's script could hardly have been more difficult to read than some of

the other documents in the same collection. The copy itself measures more than

23.8 x 20.2 cm.

[ ' . ' .

' : III. SIGNIFICANCE

- ' ' 1.” The vagueness of this letter and its metaphorical style are especially
Y frustrating;.the letter to which this was reéponding is not extant. From this
letter we can be cert;in-of only three things: ‘this letter answers an earlier
one, éhe writers reject the suggestion, of é meeting, and the griters make a
plea for unity. Consequently, this letter raises more questions than it answers:
why.gas it nét addressed to °Ai§ Salih Sardar, who, from earlier documents, was
the RIsh'SafIq of the Haft Lang--not to mention that he was father and brother
s+ - to the ‘two who wefelthe rec?pients of the letter. Evidence in Nadir Shah's
&ocumeﬁts (Appéndix I, Docﬁments 2-5), indicates Afshar support for ©Ali Salih,
and a subéquent Raqam (Appendix II, Document 2), contemporary with this letter, .
proyideé eQiéence of continued Afshar support--in the c%se of the Raqam by
e ' ShShrukh; NEdir's'grandéén. \
, Did Abdal and Muhammad §§lib originally propose a meetihg to discuss joint
'5 Haft Lang and ChahﬁrlLang.support'for Shahrukh? Or were they co§ering family
gkptiqns; in offering support for €A1 MardEp in his cause in return for
concessions? Or, had ébdaigand Mubammad.szlib bréken with €Ali §§lih? (The

W L \uﬁC1e.[EBr]+nephew [FBrS] tie in the Bakhtiyari is either one of great tension Ll

s %




.vbéen alluding to the

E.(See, Digard, "Le systeme segmentaire . . . IXc Congress ... . Anthrop . . . o
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or of close support.) Or had ©Ali Mardan learned of Abdal's support for his
. , e p L=,

co-ruler,bbut rival, Karim Khan Zand? Wiqhin'a year,_1164/1751, Karim Khan

’appoints Abdal as the Governor of €Iraq (Aﬁpendix 1I, Document 3).

In this letter ©Ali Mardan stresses that in brotherhood there is no

N\

‘ - . - o i ! .
expectation of gain, help is given to one's brother:regardless. He may have

y -
obligation to support him on the basis of ganon-Kamzur

1973). 1f Abdgl and Mulammad §511b were khzn—chaq to ©Ali Mardan--khin-chaq

v

deliberately ‘cut across kin lines--they. would have been obligated to support

€A1 Mardan against °Al§‘$§lib, and ©Ali Mardan may be suggesting in his letter

that they were temporizing. No historical references have been found on

' qansn—kamzur. And Abdal and Muhammad $Elib may have been trying to block

CAli $51ip or SAli Mardan, or.both, for Abdal certainly supports Karim Khan
by 1164/1751. (It is probable that ©Ali Salih dies about this time.)
At the least, this letter corroborates Haft Lang and Chahar Lang rivalry.

2. The letter relates unity to "the benefit of tribal interests." This

echoes traditional political ideology, but would, of course, be important

_in terms of a tribal identity and in building a power base within a confederation.

’

3. This coﬁy appears to represent SAli Mardan Khan's only extant document.
The seals are but copies; nevertheless, they, too, stand as the only extant

ones issued by SAli Mardan Khan. T ) :

-

\




