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‘' Farman, 15 Rajab 1144/13 January 1732, -

Be is God!

According to what is written, the contravenor . . . [?] God willing.
Seal: The slave of the king.of sainthood ‘Abbas, 143 (1143)1. The

blessings of God rest upon Muhammad, ‘Ali,-Fatimah, Hasan, Husain, Ali,

2

Muhammad Ja‘far, Musa, ‘A11, Muhammad, °Ali, Hasan, and al-Mahdi. [In the

. l . . '-'
surround of the seal] ‘ _ ' ;

Shah Safi and Shah “Abbas the Great and Shah Ighmgsp,3 the revered 

ancestors and forefathers of the august Khusrau, have sealed a farman from the

[names of the] aforementioned saints. [Written to the leff of the seal]

-~
o

‘Text: Kh%lil Kﬁan,4 ﬂgkim and Farmﬁnfarmﬁ5 of CArabistan and Bakhtiyzri

- and Chahar Mah§11 and Far-idan,6 of exaltéd personage, characterized by honof

¢ 3

and prosperlty, is informed that the -exalted personages having holy titles,

the scions of mhe good sayylds, Sayyld Rama?an and Sayyid Jamal al-Din and

a
e

Sayyid “Abd al-Karim7 who live in -the village of Haydar, which is known as Bab
@aydar; a village of Mizdij of Maball Ai‘ba‘ah,8 are the descendants of the

great prince, Saind Mir Ahmad, whose basic genealogical tree signed and sealed

‘by the great’AtEbak,9 may God make his tomb pleasant, togetﬁer.with a farman’

of the Sultans who dwell in paradise [i.e. are dead], has been Brought to view,"
to the effect that the aforementioned sayyids are exempted and alfsolved from

the sultan's kharajglo They have reported that people have demdnded taxes. from
o, . ;

"them without cause. People must act and perform in acgordance with the

geneélogy-énd.farmﬁn they possess, (Anybody who transgresses is worthy of the
curse of God and the opprobrlum of His Prophet. ) and hav1ng delivered the 100
\ . 4

tumans of their pension take a receipt and hand it over to the Divan officials,

and display no negligence., No one is to trouble the afofementioned sayyidsg,

! : —5—\ -
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8o that they may remain undisturbed in the neighborhood of their %ncestor and

. . : . . SN
sweep the Shrine of haydar,ll son of Malik, may God's grace"be upon him.

'oener-troubles'them shall bé puninhéd and fined. And on all Mahall Arba‘ah
and the other people who ‘are. mentioned in theéir genealogy, let no shortcoming
.be shown, which will make Gpd and hlS Prophet ,pleased and brlng/bles91ngs upon

'God's servants. The tranégressor is deserving of God's curse. >
ﬁritten on the'fifteenth day‘éf the-honored‘Rajab in the forty-fourth

. year12 after 1,000, the year 144/13 January 1732.

”

I. NOTES

1143/144 has been read here as 1144 Ah, but it could also be read as
"1044;" moreover, 1044 is written out in words. The formeér is the more likgly,
for that date marks the first year of Abbas III's "reign;" he was the infant
»pnppet of Nadir Quli_AfshEr; later Nanir Shah. 1044 falls in the reign of

Shah Safi (r.”1629-1642).

2¢p13 . . . al-Mahdi. The names of the Twelve Imams and Muhammad and his
daughter, Fa;imah, the wife of the first Imam, Ali, and the mother of the

second and third Imams.

T . 7 .

3Shah Safi, Shah ©Abbas, and Shah Tahmasp. Shah Safi refers to the

eponymous ancestor of the Safavéds and the founder of the Safavid order; Shah
' “Abbas, to the greatest of thé Safavid rulers (r 1587~ 1629), and Shah Tahmasp
(r. 1722-1732), to the fathen‘of Abbas III, who "issued” this decree. In
addition, Shah ?ahmﬁép} whq was the son. of the lagt Safavid ruler, Shah Sulgan-
é Hpsaln (r. 1694-1722); and.was the puppet first, of Fanh ‘A1 Khan, and then, ‘

f/. of Nadlr Quli, who deposed Tahmasp in favor of his 1nfant son SAbbas; both were

. Foeg - Y 'S
~ . .
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executed By'Afshap'q;dérs in 1740 to forestall a Safavid restoration. .

. . - S
“khalil Khan. Présumably, this Khalil is €Abd al-Khalil--about whom little -

is known:—son of Khusrau and fafher of €Ali §§lib-(See Appendix I, Document 2
. <+ B .

énd'Genealogical Tabiei and thus in the Haydari Iineage of the-Duraki

3

9
Khans. By extrapolatlon, ‘Abd al—Khalll.could hav been 11v1ng in 1144; further-

more, this document was included by the Durakl khahs in their collection of

-4 s
o~

documments that.had been issued to them. (Mirza Mahdi Khan mentions two-
Bakﬁtiygfi bEKfas in 1144, ngéver; neither is called Khalil.) If the Khalil
. mentioned in this Farman is not tHe(same pefiod as €Abd al—Khalil, then the .
.document was handed over By g;e Governor\tsxéne.of the Duraki khang--either
\ .

cabd alJKhalil or his son ¢€Ali §Elib, to be implemented. Baba @aydar,'thé
shrine in. reference, is i; Mi;dij; where these khans possessed tuyuls and land
holdings (see Abpendix 11, Document 7), and in the.pfocess of collecting their
ésseSsments had also collected; contrary to custom, a tax from the sayyids at//
BEbE'gaydar. | |

R 5HEkim and Farmanfarma. Title of the chief tax administrator anc¢ governor.

e

6Chahgr Mapgll and .Faridan. These well-watered agricultural districts lie
between the Zagros mountains, in this case the Bakbtiyari, and- Isfahan. Chahar
Ma@Ell's four districts consist of Lar, Khiyar, Mizdij, and Gandﬁmznu Faridan;

a single district, is located to their north.

7Sayxid Ramazan, Sayyid Jamal al-Din and Sayyid €Abd al-KarIm. These
sayyids are unidentifiable. Groups of sayyids are frequently to be found in

the iagfos where they function as keepers of shrines and as mediators.

.

«
1]

‘BMabzll Arba€ah. synﬁ\ior Chahar Mahall. Arba®ah is the Arabic equivalent

of the Persian Chahgr, or fé T.
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9The Seal of the/g eat'Atabak Conceivaﬁly, these s§yyids%pOSsessed a .. LIS

N document issued by ohe of the Atabaks (12th—14th centurles) p0351bly "Atabak"
o ﬁ"
refers merely to.some unldentlfled notable who attested to’the authentlclty of

e a 1 . . ¥
their genealqu.' : _ : .
: ; ; .

loThé.sultEn's kharaj. The ngernment's tax assessment,~ Sulgén, in this

era, ?ould refer to the ruler but more likely to the governor. KharaJ may

'spe01fy a land tax, although in the elghteenth century thlS would represent E
aﬁ aréhaic use of the term; it propably designates a general tax aséessment. ° )

The archaic use could also be explained if this document is indeed a nineteenth

century forgery of an earlier, document.

K 11Shrine'of Haydar. Baba Haydar, located ca. 15 miles to the west of

present-day Shahr Kurd and the northern boundary of Mizdij.

[ }ZSee’ﬁote 1, above.

II. THE DOCUMENT (Sardar Zafar collection)
\ ‘

LW

This Farman measures ca. 33.4 x 21.4 cm. The front bears one seal (round
! and badly‘foqmea, ca. 5 co in diameter), three invocations, aﬁd the text. The
text is centered left, runs to the page bottom, but does not run to the Iéft
margin. - This document ‘is crude, certainly in comparison with Safgé g ones, :
but not so in comparison with the Afshar décuments igsued to fbe Duréki khans
. ‘. and ‘included here. The script is nasta®liq. Two seals (unrédd) are found i

@ 5

on the dorse.

1 Is this document a forgery, or a poor copy of an earlier document? It

! hardly conforms to known-SafaVLd documents: there is no tughra no 1ndentat10n,
.. _' - \~

~ . -




.létef Bakhtiyari leader seeking appointment in order to establish his family's

. indeed apprehensidn, for legitimacy. . ' -

* /- Appendix I"
Document 1=8 .

'_éhd'thé engraving on the seal is very crude. Was. this decument "copied" by a

[

links with Mizdij?

III. SIGNIFICANCE

v
¢

1. This may be the first ©Abbas III document to be published; in additionm,
his seal has never before been recorded. The seal and the invocations emphasize
continuity with a Shi®i and Safavid past; thus, indicate Nadir Quli's concern,

2. This may be the first document issued to a Bakhtiyari, although the

recipient is not identified as such, and records that Khalil Khan is a major

governor. Documents issued 27 years later establish these khans as major land

; since Khalil Khan is governor there he was

gﬁd tﬁyﬁl holders in Chahar Mabﬁ
most likely a magnate there as well. ‘TIndeed, his Bakhtiyari role may have begun
from thdt position as ;ivil and military leader-landlord.

3. Presumably Khalil had been appointed as governor earlier—-hé is
addressed -here as governor--by Nadir Quli; at an earlier staée, then, Nadir
had séught to estaﬁlish hig power in Centrgl iran,5far from.his base in
Khurasan, by linking it with local notables. ',ff ,

4. This document established the role;ﬁf sayyids ‘and the ruler's concern

for their welfare; one of the qualities gf Muslim rulership.




