Appendix: Critical edition of selected documents 293

Document 1

Aq Kuhul 2

mubaya‘a - dated 1 Jumada I 1214 (1 October 1799)

Hajji Aqa Riza b. Hajji “Ali Yuldash Uski’i sells parts of the land around the village Aq Kuhul to
Mirza Asadullah b. Mirza Aba Muhammad kalantar for the amount of 18 tiiman.

Original in the private collection Turabi-Tabataba’i in Tabriz.
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Attestations by the issuing judges:

— The voluntarily acting vendor acknowledged what has been recorded
below as a contract of sale, including stipulations concerning legal action,
taking of the price, surety, etc. It took place before me, written by the
judge: Muhammad Taqj al-Hasani al-Husaini

— The voluntarily acting vendor has acknowledged the legal contract of
sale in the form as recorded in the text, on the 13th Jumada I, and he has
taken the price. It took place before me, written by the judge: Muhammad
al-Hasant

- The amount of the price mentioned in the text shall be reckoned in new
riyals of Tabrizi coinage with a value of 1230 dinar each, written on the
date of the text: Muhammad al-Hasani (same seal as before)

2 This part is problematic: one would expect information in the common form of X shares
from a total of Y jointly held shares of the village... I could not find any reading of the
present that makes sense. As can be deducted from Aq Kukul 4 (1223/1808) the portion
purchased by Mirza Asadullah amounted to 3.5 shares from a total of 16 shares.

3 Two words were later inserted that are not readable.
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Witnesses:

— He testified on the contents, two seals: Aqa [...] Khan, Muhammad Ja‘far
(-]

— The contents are such as recorded, two seals: both not sufficiently readable

— He testified on the contents of the contract of sale, the taking of the price
and the satisfaction of both parties, seal: Farajullah

Main text:

After praise and laudation. The reason for writing these legal words is as
follows: The dignified Hajji Aqa Riza, son of the late Hajji “Ali Yuldash
Uskt’1 has appeared in court. He acknowledged the fact that he has sold
with a binding, correct and legal contract of sale, voluntarily and without
any force, the complete portion of his paternal inheritance of the village Aq
Kuhuli to the eminent and most noble Mirza Asadullah, the son of the late
Mirza Abtt Muhammad, the former kalantar of Tabriz.

His portion consists of [3.5 shares from a total of 16 shares] from the
whole village Aq Kuhuli with the hamlets Khwaja Aghriz and Khwaja Kuhul,
with all its legal appurtenances such as irrigated and unirrigated land, sheep
pens, pastures, heights and hills. The village is known and not in need of
demarcation. Excluded are the alfalfa fields of Fath-°Ali (of 8 man), Shukr
°Ali (of 5 man), Hajji “Ali Yiildash (of 8 man), and Qurban “Ali (of 2 man).
Also excluded is a defined piece of irrigated land on the road to Irbat that
consists of barley (of 30 man) and alfalfa fields (of 5 man). The price has been
set at 18 tiiman-i tabrizi in cash.

The parties agreed on the exclusion of legal action concerning all rights
of withdrawal, particularly action because of fraud—and in case it occurs, it
is abominable to the highest decree. Legal surety has been given. The
mentioned vendor once he vacated the object of sale is not entitled to anything,
whether to the whole nor to parts. The correct and legal juridical form of a
contract became thus effective and the mentioned object of sale became the
exclusive property of the mentioned eminent purchaser, who can now exercise
every kind of possession he desires.

Written on the first Jumada I of the year 1214.





